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As_ .. ...,''{· ;1favv'Eft,r i'ri tteA before, 1 thougr,t 1ong ana n-:Jtd befor·e i l aunch� J>JIS ana the 
Ness l etters. I wanted to be sure i could � ··ovide a -..orthwtn 1e service, frGm tne feed-back 

I receive it seems i ha �e succeded in th t alfilo One aspect 1 did not reall y consider was 
the time scale, havi ng stated something ilk' th1s, ho;·� .:o:;g would it run? Well here we go 
into the e1even-c.h yea .. May l start by thanking you &ll for oeing members, especialiy 
those of you that have written with yow· vievJs and ne�Js. Please keep It up, remember you 
are the NlS. Even if you tnink 1 may have heard a particular· piece of news before, never 
rnind, · p �ase send it, it IS ve.·y easy to miss things.. une sad item ot' news came to me 
from t 1ree sow c s, that was nevJs of the deatn of Jeoff ��Jatson. He died in very tragic 
circumstances last October Jeo, -� had been a NlS memoer s1nce ·r977, "'e had correspondea 3 

and our pathS crossed at LOCh I ess and he had ViSited US t�vice over the yearso. H1s last 
v1sit in early uecember ·,�o3, Jas rl::. orted In 1�1S 61. said then that I. was concerned 
about his nealth, but even so i ·as very shocK�d to near of his untimely death. Over the 
years Jeoff had undertaken ma -,y expedi t1o s t Luch Ness, as ell as most of the other 
sites around the Brit·sr, ls1es that a e re�or'ted to have large u identified . water 
creatures. 1 carried reports ot these in the .�ess!etterso 1n September ·'�11 Jeoff could 
have had success In his hunt, he took a se 1es of sti!l photographs of a wa�e moving 
diagona y across the lo r... n2or' to HI1{2Y'turlgai�. i sfl::J the ori9ina1 prints!) and wn1le 
they w re inter�sting, they left a great ,deal to· t>e aes1red. lhe �JaKe couid have been 
caus a by ,a water bird of some sott, a1 though here �;as ne e·o� idence ot· 1 t on the prints� 
that cou ll nave been ecause of tr1e range. �Jhile they·:;;ere not 1thej evidence that we ali 
hop ·.0 ., . thy ere publisn d and Jeoff got a iet of mil�age out of them.o They lso 
prov ·�e i :piration and impetus to him durtng the follo;"'ing years.. It. is a. g .. at tragedy 
that . ea y in tiff:, he \vas 1n his early twenties l believe� Jeotf shQtum d.:� tle wi�l 
be mi�s .fl 

Over the t'ast year you may have noticed a \'uriation in th� quality of the i1Y'O 
the s letters.. ln an (?ffort to r duce printing or copying eests, a' · 

subS�r�pt�on. rates as they stand, I pure ased a duplication machine of my o ., 

hes'iia.tea , 'fore taklng this_ step, l rea iled 1 could have p:ro.o. ems p;roduc .fl� stenc ·. · 

an cceptaf)ie standard� Some of last years NiSsietters demoAS>trate that. I was · . r 
How ver ,_ l hop that have now manag d to find the solution to tttti.�� :in t.fl� form .. · 

local mai. t3usiness ... rv1ce firm o offer a ful range cYf s·eeretar,i(} fa !ll � So 
all I have e do is master th<; dupli.cat�r, and it'*$ little quirKS, anc! hope:fu-- y l �'· 
bac to sending you N sslett rs of a ccnsistent and aG€��ta&!e �tafld ·· ·_ .,  · m sor J t 
thi move has caused i nconven i f:nce to any m JUi>�·.. 11iVi.rta- m�tt:tifw�� SJ;.�fbJ:(; ti)Uon, -� · 

for th U .. K. r·ema1n the sama for .ftother year {12.: ) .,. ·oo r.iie ��ine._ t 82,. too .€,� 
measures are wor tng. Owing ,to the sterf tngiiJS dollar Si . ti J � e ·�· to reduce · ,f;te 
North Amer e-an u scriptio s to · 7. . · ttl Jltake a J:rl .. ·®l� itdj�s;$m�t .tn th rHJmber a-f 
Ness et ers sent to those of you wtro nave r-�ten·tlr renewetf your t�scrtptiOM.. · 

. .  

.., 
If an m rnbe . ha ritt�n a· 1ng fo-r partlC!uiar informati:e>rt and t\a'l oo-t reGet · -. 

answe ma apologize ana ask them to try again. i try to keep track of. ' .. t 
corresponctenc , but some itell5 ao get ov rlooked. Among the 1etters i have had ift tht 

1le for some.tiue one from Steven Cooper. St ven is a coarse angler; anQ wa� � aQ� 
a book by t3ar� ·· :ichards and kay Webb entit'e:d F'i$hi� for ts-19 J�ndtr� Ray an� · rt tl'O 
were f · shing PUtiagh an ake� �elturb -� Ireland ear y o eveninij 1· i lt� rrom a �7 f -� 
Shannon l:ongboat in - -ven f e o ·wa. ·� .. he watet? w� . � mur.�, fQr tne lJo tolb .�· . 
seen. Ray look o Qtt th Slde o · the Boat � -0 t� th .. ''.l:t: Iy �at.ts- swt'rfafltl 61 tt · ttg 
lik� palm re�� ta ing �ne fut 1 blest of a roaring ttr'-. ·J:tanen � _ this �ttatt�n � t uj 
until the surrac '1bo ed- and Sllirl�d roe ·ing tn .�.- f.oot €ltn· � -buil t �t · 1 - we 
forgot art about fishing ·th tencb., sitting there "ang'tng on to the sideS". · Se · .al of 
tne arge i y pads were uprooted and there was a picttlre in the book of orte $i the 
anglers holding on of these {roots ana all about l fe·et ong)., antd l�okin� qui �e s a n� 
with the calm I ake in the bac ground.. The w :·at-her c{)nditi:ons were not ment.tcrret1 · .the 
book, presumably the photbgraph was. taken ·<Shortly aft�rward-s, if so the water tenattions · 
had been calm before t e inci�nt. 



Other pictures i the book show that the angler� fished in som� pr�tty.hard �onditions,' 
even so this episode, which lasted about 3 or 4 minutes, made a lasting lmpression.

on them 
Steven says that while the account is not a 'sighting• as such, it could be of Interest 
especially to those nembers with and interest in the Irish lakesc 

Mike Dash sent a letter l ast Octobero He said that in recent issues I have given some 
space to the 'Giant Le·ch' theory, wi1ich s�emed to be based on a report, in the BBC's 
'Fligh�. of the Condor• seri�s, of n 20ft Aeech in the k�azon jungle. He has

. 
checked th�t 

against the BBC's published version of the series (same title), and there tne length IS 
given as twenty .)JJ�h�$ 0 . ';, �.-.v'i.k�.\�91P� iQi$. tb�1 .. Ji(�. rt��:�rfi .. : ·· �Ei !·9f� gJ n? L . ·.·���!);�a.ry, and 
while a 20 inch leech certainlY sounds unpleasant, It cannot be taken as evidence for the 
larger version that Jim proposes exi�9� i� ��t�· . ����·�,�·- · � lvij��- � �s� } Q�J,�fi��< ��Q,·,:�f.� g�.UJ!�$ · �f , 
a 'sea serpent• strandings, taRen frorr(a v 1ctor1 an magazine ca lled tne mirror of 
Literature, Art and Amusement", published between 1822 and 1854o He said he has not seen 
either mentioned elsewhereo Noo334, 4/10/1828 (Volume X11)o 11A species of sea serpent 

·was thrown on shore near Bombay in 1819. It was about 40ft long and it must have weighed 
many tense A violent gale of winds threw it high above the reach of ordinary tides; in 
which situation it took nine months to rot; during which process travellers were obliged 
to change the direction of the road for about a quarter of a mile, to avoid the offensive 
effuviao It rotted so completely, that not a vestige of bone remained. Co Telfair Esqo, 
toR. Barclay, Esq., of Bury Hill11o Noo 628, 27/7/1833 (Volume X11A)o 11A recent letter 
from Burgos, inserted in the 'Madrid Gazette•, state the near Lareds a marine monster had 
been cast on shoreo It had the appearance of a sea hog, with a tail and legs in the shape 
of finso It was 4 yards in length, extremely corpulent, and without scaleso The back 
resembled the keel of a boate It weighed.35 arrobas, or 875 lbs, and was sold to make 
oil, for 140 ria S11o Inconclusive as evidence, but very interestingo 

Mike's letter is a good illustration of a thought expressed by oland Watson in a letter 
he sento His first reason to write was to tell me of an article, in the BBC Wildlife 
magazin (December 1.984), about the • iokel.eMbembe1 • .  These are the dinosaur like creatures 
that are reported to still be living in the some parts of the Congo. The six page article 
gave a surm1ary of reported sightings, along with accounts and photograp 1s of Roy IY1ackal' s 
1980/81 expeditions, reported in Nessletters at the timeo The article also cov�rs the US­
Congolese expedition of Apri 1983.. This article �as linked with a radio programme in the 
'Living World' series, broadcast on radio 4 on 2nd of December 1984.. I had heard the 
programme and found it very interesting but containing nothing really new.. Brian Herring 
also sent me word about the article, he added that if any member would like to get a copy 
they should make enquiries concerning back issues to :- BBC ��ildlife iviagazine, 513 London 
Road, Thornton Heath, . ur ey., GR4 6AR, ··treleJ!)nOAe·O' -6843159 .• �:•.)--..one�'thing i8t'iatt was critical 
about was the co our cover illustration of the magazine, which while it is an artist's 
illustration could give t 1 misl�_ading _imp.r.es�ion,·that one o.f tne .·�.r:.eatur.e� . -.has been 
photographed., Roland then \'lent on to say th12 1 2· t::inl<s there are t�vo ways to be an 
'active' monst�r hunter o One is to parti cipate in p:"'ccuring evidence to prove the 

existence of such creatures and perhaps to identify them.. The other is to work ones way 
through old newspapers looking for old raports of lake monsters whi h may have been 
forgotten, a bit like Charles Fort once did, he supposes. Roland came from Glasgow, and 
the �itchell Library there has thousands of newspapets going back decades, they also have 
better access t Scottish papers which are usually more efficient at reporting events at 
Loch Ness, even if they exaggerate a bit o AI ready, f1e has found reports of a sea serpent 
seen in and around Loch Ryan, near Stranraer� around 1934o Roland suggests that any 
member who has time to spare should seea' OJt the nearest establishment which houses old 
newspapers, and which they thing may be worth looking through; they never know what may 
turn up, especially if they live near a body of water which is rumoured home of strange 
creatures. 

As we approach another season, I am sure we all look forward to some better evidence being 
obtainedc Last year had its highlight in the Vodka trap, but·hopes were dashed when 
nothing came of ito There seems .to be a general air of scepticism developi ng in certain 
quarters, along with the urge to d�bunk the findings. While I have always maintained that 
a healthy scepticism is vital in anyones approach to the Loch Ness mystery, I do not 
understand anyon who just sets out to debunk the whole issue. Especially when to do so 
they, take out of cent xt, twist, or just ignore, some of the facts and evidenceo In 
NIS67 I re�orted on the article in th 'Discov�r' magazine, and printed Charlie Wychoff's 
answer to Ito The magazine refused to publish Charlie's reply, as well as those of other 
interested parties. I have now received, form Bob Rines, a copy of the Academy's response 
to an article by Razdan and Kielar in the winter 1984/85 issue of 1The Skeptical 
Inquirer'o 



1 have not s� n the article r ys If, but it wou d seem to be in a similar vein to that in 
the 'Discover1 � starting out by cr i ticising the ar·y (1 .. 7' /72) sonar �-Jork doe by ilarty 
Klein, and his findingso They then go on once again to repeat part of their • expose• of 
the 'flipper pictures 0 A l though this ti.nc t ,ey rlo not a· lege that the computer scan was 
• retouch d', · appa r2ntl y oecause of the c· ar i2 ';.JJC off refutation" Neither do they 
attribute to th Acadeny the sepia ��p od ction of the lipp r picture that under lay the 
'Discover• article.. oob•s s-v�n p2g2 r0pudiatio1 o� this second article fully covers all 
the aspects raised.. T .:r� s2�;;s to llave x:en a lac< of research by azdan and Kielar in 
preparing the article, that is being c1ari·'·a· le to the· 0 If not, they knew all the facts 
and left out thos ��hich did not suppor, t'1e case... s one l i tt_e 1 for instance', they 
complained that some of the 1972 sona traces�� not ���t1in an cho from the 'umbili cal 
cable'. As Bob points out, at that time the camera stto.A? eauipment v;as self-powered and 
there never \fJ s such a cab eo This fact and all othefs �� U1ci (iJ'JG �..;_.-, readily avai !able 
to them had they accepted th in i tat ion xtended by JVIessrs 0 Rin�s and Curti s of the 
Academy to study·al th original materials nd records and to discuss the same w i th the 

cademy team at Or Edgerton • s �'' T laboratoryo It is very sad that such a state of affairs 
s ould have arisen o It is one thing for anyone to take a very c l ose critical look at the 

vid ne , provided they take it all into account, and to come to the concl us i on that it 
does not consitut proof of l arge anima s in th loch� but to do the dame without 
ascertaining all the kno n facts� that is unsceintific as well as unforgivableo 

auer 

Henry has sent me a tter to 1 t me know h will be at Loch Pess from t e last week in 
1Viarch unti 1 th fflid .. e of ·v;ay, probab l y based at thG Loch fJess Lodge Hotel o He wi 11 be 
che ifly occupied witn writing, but would enjoy meeting any NIS or LNI peop le who may be 
able to drop byo He a l so said he ad qu't a lot of response to his request � in NIS60, 
for assistanc in completing is files of artic les about Loch lesso He had found it 
difficult to organize and fi e th materi a l for easy r�trieval, however, and a project for 
the nearer futur is to enter the releva t information onto eo. puter di skettes o He has 
found a prograrrme that will do the cross� in eYi. g and sorting v'c:.ry effichmt y, but it 
will take some time to enter all the material in t�e first piaceo The preserving of 
evidence and information needs some reliable repository o Henry is arranging for his files 
and papers to remain with the University Li rary th·re, there being Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, Blac�sburg� and he u rges anyone who i as significant items 
to consider adding them to this collectiono Roy Mackal has oeen good enough to let him 
make copies of his extens i ve fil s; ana quite recently, Alan Gi 1-spie (Jet Propulsion 
Labs ) sent him material he stil had from his enhancing worko Until such time as a 
spec ific Loch Ness archiv �r Cryptozoology archive is stab1ished, H� ry thinks that 
collecting things th re, with the Lib ra ry v/illing tc -��:"2 responsibility if and whe he 
cannot, is a reasonable alternative� offering easona· I� public a�cess to the materia 0 

H finished by telli ng me h had just received a r·yer announcing that the book by Ronald 
Binns is to be published this spring in the U�S� by Prometh2us �ooks, which spec ializes in 
criticisms of unusua l c aims., In my opinion every book so l d should have a copy of the 
critique prepar·ed on it by Henry9 included in the d al .. 

Seal 

At the beginning of December 19 4 the Highland Pews carried a report about a sea l that had 
been seem in Loch f 'esso r Gordon Wi 11 ia·nson, vJho is -- mar in� biologist, �"as with a group 
of nine tourists on th::l s: O"e near Abriachan Pier \then they saw a black reud appear 100 
yards from shoreo The anima l looke at them in curi os i ty , then sank out of sight . A 
minute or so later it came up again right in front of themo Several of the party took 
photographs, and after a bout three minutes it dived againo A third time it came up 

u ther out in the loch near to where they had see n it at first� then it dived again and 
was not seen any more. Dr Wil iamson id ntifi d it as a corm1on sal, it was about five 
feet long and the head had a dainty profile with a upturned noseo He said it must have 
come up the River ress into the Ioc1� and that h had never heard of it happe ing beforeo 
Ther have b'en numerous reports of s als in t e �iver causing havoc for the fishermeno 
In mid-January I r c i ved a letter from Jim Skeldon, trJho 1 i ves at Dares, he had seen the 
report in the paper and ad �onder d about ito Howev r, he had seen the seal hims If on 
the 15th Janua ryo He was taking the dog for a �,�a·k before lunch, it had started snowing 
( their first ) so he did not bother wit his camerae When he arrived by the loch , 
somewhere in the Whitefiel · area� it was to se· the boat wit'l four men fishing, and in the 
water a sma l l black head moving to and fro, obviously making a pest of i tse f to the 
angl rso As he approac �d the boats motor was reved up and it mo· ed off, as it did the 



animal divedo He watched for awhile and then saw the head about a quarter of a mile from 
the shoreo Gradually it made for the shO''e travel!in�� dovm the loch at the same time Q 

Jim decided to make his way dO\oJn to the next lay-by� just in time to seG tile seal swimming 
about twenty-five yards m-4Jayo A vehic e came along fo 'ii tfk a·� ·'···ct�""r� �;- Foyers, and Jim 
flagged it down to 1av another -�itncsso T1e driver was Mr Walker, who works for the 
Cemeteries Department of he I nve rness Counci 1 s , e vws interested and told Jim he had seen 
•Nessie• whil working at 8oleskine C l�t· ry SQ:� years earlier. The snow had stopped and 
the sun was shining so the v i sab i l ity was p rfecto The seal was l ooking at them and 
dipped . it•s head into the v:ater and moved m·Jay sl1owL.g it ' s rear fl ippers o Jim hurried 
home and. got his canr ra retur11ing to the lay�by 9 he spent a ew hours there but the seal 
did not re-appearo Since then he has spoken to another resident of Dares who assured him 
he has sent he seal basking on a rocv at a place called Redpoint, about six miles from 
Dores" He also said that s en both the seal and ·r�ssie', in his opinion there is no 
comparison bet\'leen them and it should not be possible to mistake themo The seal has been 
reported a number of tim s in the loca l Inverness papers since theno The f i rst report was 
headlined 'Was this how stories of the monster began?' I am certain that it was not, the 
seal has been easily ind ntified by everyone who has reported seeing it, it had also 
showed that characteristic of pinnipeds, curiosityo In the two accounts above, and 
others , it has been observed ov r a period of time, and taken an interest in .the 
observers, something not reported in ' Nessie ' sightings� 

NIS at the Loch 

I have had word from Al asta i r and Sue Boyd about their proposed trips this year., They 
will be in the cha l et at Strone point over the Easter weeks � ith perhaps the last two days 
at the Foyers Hotelo They hope to be back at Str-one for four weeks around July/August., 

Roger Acraman wrote with an account of his trip to America and visit to Lake Champlain, 
more of this in the next esslctter., H� also included a fe�J details of his p ans to visit 
Loch Ness. Along with Dave alvert he hopes to be there someti e in April or June, they 
will be in Volvo LLA 33 Po No word of wher� tiey wil! j� based � but in past years Roger 
has stayed in the Fort Augustus areao 

Someone e se who is planning to stay in the Fort Augustus area is Dave Bennetto He and a 
friend are to spend a year at the loch, sta rt i ng in the spring, they are arranging 
accomodation in Fort Augustus. They will have a car and travel around the ar a with their 
camera equipment, more on them if it corn s to hando 

To finish, I have had word form James Baldwin concerning the proposed I IS meeting, he has 
received about 24 replies . I am enclosing anoth r for·11 with this Ness letter, please let 
James have them backo Please let me have your ne �s and views, they aie a l ways needed, my 
address:- R.Ro Hepple, Huntshieldford, St Johns Chapel, Bishop Au�kland, Co Durham, DL13 
1RQ., Tel. Weardale (03H8) 537359� Subscript i ons U.Kc £2�50, North America now $7o00. 

Ripo 


