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Rip's Piece

AS YT "havé “Writtemn before, [ thougnt tong anc nara pefore [ tauncheg WIS and the
Nessletters. I wanted to be sure i cOuiG provide a worthwnlie service, from the feed-back
I receive it seems | have succeded 1n thalt alm. Une aspect | did not really consider was
the time scaie, having stated someiiliig ilke this, 0« :0.5g would it run? Well here we go
into the etevenin year. May [ start by thanking you ai: for peing members, especialiy
those of you that have written with your views and news. Please Keep 1l up, remember you
are the NiS. Even 1If you think 1 may have heard a particular piece of news before, never
mind, please send it, it 1s very easy to miss tnings. Une sad item of news came to ne
from three sources, that was news Of the death of uveoft watson.  He died 1n very tragic
circumstances iast Octcber uveoif had been a NiS memper since 1977, we had corvresponded.
and our paths crossea at Loch wess and he had visited us twice over tie years. His last
visit 1n early vecenber 1Yo3. was reported 1n wniS ol. 1 sald then that I was concerned
about his nealth, but even so { was very shocked to neair o7 his untimely deatn. uver the
years Jeoff had undertaken maiiy expealtlons to Luch ikess, as well as most c¢f the other
sites around the British isi1es that are reported to nave large unidentified water
creatures. 1 carried reports or these 1n wne wessleiters. in Septemoer i%// veott couid
nave had success 1n nis tiunt, he took a series Of stili photographs Of 4 wake moving
ciagonally across the iccm ii@ar 1O inverfarigaig. i Saw the originai prints, and wnile
they were interesting, tney ieft a greal geal to be aesired. fhe wake couid have been
caused by a water bird oF sonx sovt, arthough there vwas nc evidence or it on the prints,
that could nave been because of the range. While they were not 'the' evidence that we alt
nope for, they were pubiisned and Jeoff got a iot of milecage out of them.  They aiso
provided inspiration and iapetus to nim during the foliowlng years. it is 4 great tragedy
that so early in life, he was 1n his early twenties 1 telieve, Jeoff should die, he wiil
be missed.

Over the past year ycu may have noticed a variation in the quality of the production of
the Ressletters. In an <rfort o reduce printing or copying costs, and s0 keep
subscription  rates as they stand, 1 purchased a duplication machine of my own. I had
nesitated before taking this step, t realized [ could have problams preducing stenciis of
an acceptabne standara. Some of tast years Nessietters demonstrate that 1 was correct.
However, 1 hope that i have now managed tc find the soiution ¢ this, in the formeof a
local Smail Business Service firm who offer a tuii rangez of secretarzal faciiities. Now
all 1 have te do is master the duplicator, and it'*s littie quirks, amd hopefudly I cam get
back to sending you hessletters of a consistent and acceptabie staﬂdarﬁ i am sorry if
this move has caused inconvenlence te any menbwi'. Having mentioned sSubscription, hese
for the U.K. remain the same for another year (£2.50), o rise since 1982, the €Cconony
measures are working. Owing -to the steriing/US doliar Situstion I ém abie to reduce the
nNorth American subscriptions to $7.00, 1 wiii make a suitable aajustment in the number of
nessletters sent to those of you who have recently renewed your subscriptions.

If any members have wr:tten asking for particuiar informatien and hRave net received an
answer, may I apologize ang ask them to try again. | try to keap track of aii the
correspondence, but some ltems do get overiooked. Among the ietters i have had in  $he
fl1le for some time is one trom Steven Cooper. Steven is a coarse angler, and wasé reading
a book by Barrie Richards and Ray Webb entitied *Fishinmg for sig Fench'. Ray ang friénds

were fishing Putiaghan Lake, btelturbet, Ireland early one evening in 197t, from a ¥/ foot

Shannon i1ongboat in $even feet OFf water. The water was toe murky for the bottom te be

seen. Ray fooked over the side of the Poat 1o see the “}xly pads swif@ing @&nd swaying

tike palm trees taking the fuil blast of a roaring Hurritane”. This agitation buiit up

until the surface "boiled and swirled rocking the 17 Toot clinker-buiit beat $ili we

forgot all about fishing the tench, sitting there hanging on to the sides”.  Several of

tne large lily pads were uprooted and there was a picture in the book of ohe @f the

anglers holding one of these (roots and all abeut 7 feet long), and leoking quite shaken,

with the caim lake in the backgreund. The weather conditions were not mentioned ja .the

book, presumably the photograph was taken shortly afterwards, if so the water conditions
had been calm before the incident.




Other pictures in the book show that the anglers fished in some pretty‘hard ;ondltlons,
even so this episode, which lastad about 3 or 4 minutes, made a :a$t1ng impression on them
Steven says that whiie the account is not a 'sighting‘.as such, it couid be of interest
especially to those members with and interest in the Irish iakes.

Mike Dash sent a letter iast October. He said that in recent issues I have given some
space to the 'Giant Leech!' theury, which seomed 10 be dased on a report, 1In the BBC's
'Flight of the Condor' series, of a 20t ieecn in the Amazon jungle. He has'checked that
against the BBC's pubiished version of the series (same title), @nq there the length 1is
given as twenty inches.  Mike.imagines ihat yim misheard.ihe oviginal - commentary, and
while a 20 inch leech certainly sounds unpleasant, it cannot be taken as evidence for the
larger version that Jim proposes exists- in Loch Ness....¥ike also included two.accounts of
a 'sea serpent' strandings, taken from a vVictorian magazine ‘called” thé ""mirror of
Literature, Art and Amusement", published between 1822 and 1854. He said he has not seen
either mentioned elsewhere. No.334, 4/10/1828 (Voiume Xi1). "A species of sea serpent
was thrown on shore near Bombay in 1819. It was about 40ft long and it must have weighed
many tons. A violent gale of winds threw it high above the reach of ordinary tides; in
which situation it took nine months to rot; during which process travellers were obliged
to change the direction of the road for about a quarter of a mile, to avoid the offensive
effuvia. It rotted so completely, that not a vestige of bone remained. C. Telfair Esq.,
to R. Barclay, Esq., of Bury Hill". No. 628, 27/7/1833 (Volume X11A). "“A recent letter
from Burgos, inserted in the 'Madrid Gazette', state the near Lareds a marine monster had
been cast on shore. It had the appearance of a sea hog, with a tail and iegs in the shape
of fins. It was 4 yards in length, extremely corpulent, and without scales. The back
resembled the keel of a boat. It weighad 35 arrobas, or 875 1bs, and was sold to make
oil, for 140 rials". Inconclusive as evidence, but very interesting.

Mike's letter is a good iliustration of a thought expressed by Roland watson in a letter
he sent. His first reason to write was to teil me of an article, in the 8BC Wwildlife
magazine (December 1984), about the 'MokeleMbembe!. . These are the dinosaur like creatures
that are reported to still pbe living in the some parts of the Congo. The six page articie
gave a summary of reported sightings, aiong with accounts and phiotographs of Roy Mackal's
1980/81 expeditions, reported in Nesslettiers at the time. The article aiso covers the US-
Congolese expedition of Aprii 1933. This article was linked with a radio programme in the
'Living World' series, broadcast on radio 4 on 2nd of Uecember 1984. I had heard the
programme and found it very interesiing but containing nothing realiy new. 8Brian Herring
also sent me word about the article, he added that if any member would Iike to get a copy
they should make enquiries concerning back issues to :- 8B8C Wildlife rvagazine, 513 London
Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey, CR4 DAR, -telephona 01-6843157.~~0One thing Brian was critical
about was the colour cover iliustration of the magazine, which whiie it is an artist's
illustration could give the misieading impression that one of the -creatures has been
photographed. Roland then went on to say iie n¢ Tiinks there are two ways to be an
'active' monster hunter. One 1is to participate in procuring evidence to prove the
existence of such craatures and perhaps tc identify them. The other is to work ones way
through old newspapers looking for old reports of lake monsters which inay have been
forgotten, a bit like Charles Fort once did, ne supposes. Roland came from Glasgow, and
the Mitchell Library there has thousands of newspapers goiing back decades, they also have
better access to Scottish papers which are usuaiiy more erficient at reporting events at
Loch Ness, even if they exaggerate a bit. Already, he has found reports of a sea serpent
seen in and around Loch Ryan, near Stranraer, arocund 1534. Roland suggests that any
member who has time to spare snould seek out the nearzast astabiishment whicn houses old
newspapers, and which they thing may be worth looking through; they naver know what may
turn up, especially if they live near a body of water which is rumcured home of strange
creatures.

As we approach another season, I am sure we all look forward to some better evidence being
obtained. Last year had its hignlight in the Vodka trap, but hopes were dashed when
nothing came of it. There seems to be a generai air of scepticism developing in certain
quarters, along with the urge to debunk the findings. wWhile I have always maintained that
a healthy scepticism is vital in anyones approach to the ioch iWess mystery, I do not
understand anyone who just sets out to debunk the whole issus. Especially when to do so
they, take out of context, twist, or just ignore, some of the facts and evidence. In
NISo7 1 reported on the article in the 'Discover' magazine, and printed Charlie Wychoff's
answer to it. The magazine refused to publish Charlie's reply, as well as those of other
interested parties. I have now received, form Bob Rines, a copy of the Academy's response

}o an article by Razdan and Kielar in the winter 1984/85 issue of 'The Skeptical
nquirer'. :

& K




I have not seen the articic myself, but it would seem to be in a similar vein to that in
the 'Discover', starting out by criticising the early (1970/72) sonar woirk done oy Marty
Klein, and his findings. They then go on oncg again to repeat part of their 'expose' of
the 'flipper pictures’. Although this timne they do not aliege that the computer scan was
'retouched', -apparontiy opecause of tne Charlie Hychoft ievrutation. heither do they
attribute to the Academy the sepia reoprocuction of the flipper picture that underlay the
'Discover' article. oob's seven page repudiation of this second article fully covers all
the aspects raised. {hore scans to have been a lzck of research by Razdan and Kielar in
preparing the article, that is being charitanlie te them. If not, they knew all the facts
and left out those which did nct supcort tiwe case. As one Qittle ‘for instance', they
complained that some of the 1$72 sonar traces <o not ~2ntain an echo from the ‘'umbilical
cable'. As Bob points out, at that time the camera strooe ecuipmeat was self-powered and
there never was such a cable. This fTact and ail otneis wouid nigve oo readily available
to them bhad they accepted the invitation extended by riessrs. kKines and Curtis of the
Academy to study all the original materials nd records and to discuss the same with the
Academy team at Dr tdgerton's iIT laboratory. It iIs very sad that such a state of affairs
should have arisen. It is one thing for anyone to take a very close critical look at the
evidence, provided tney take it all into account, and to come to the conciusion that it
does not consitute proof of large animals in the loch, but to do the dame without
ascertaining ail the known facts, that is unsceintific as wel!l as unforgivaple.

Henry H. Bauer

Henry has sent me a leiter to let me know hé will be at Loch nNess from the last week in
March until the Middie of May, probably based at the Loch Ness Lodge Hotel. He will be
cheifly occupied witn writing, out would enjoy meeting any NIS or LNI people wno may be
able to drop by. He aiso said he had quite a lot of response to his request, in NIS60,
for assistance in completing his files of articles about toch Ness. He had found it
difficult to organize and fiie the material for easy retrieval, nowever, and a project for
the nearer future is to enter the relevant information onto compuier diskettes. He nas
found a programme that will do the cross~indexing anu sorting very efficiently, but it
will take some time to enter all the material in the first piace. The preserving of
evidence and information needs some reiiabie repository. Henry is arvanging for nis files
and papers to remain with the University Library there, there peing Virginia Poiytechnic
Institute and State University, Blacksburg, and he urges anyone who has significant items
to consider adding them to this collection. Roy mackal has been good einough to let him
make copies of his extensive files; ana quite recently, Alan Gillespie (Jet Propulsion
Labs) sent him material he still had from his enhancing work. Until such time as a
specific Loch Ness archive or Cryptozoology archive is establisnad, Henry thinks that
collecting things there, with the Library wiiiing to toie responsibility if and when he
cannot, is a reasonable aiternative, offering reasonable rub!ic access to the material.

He finished by teiling me he had just received a flyer announcing that the book by Ronald
Binns is to be published this spring in the U.S. by Prometneus BooKS. which spacializes in
criticisms of unusuai claims. In my epinion every boex soid shouid nhave a copy of the
critique prepaired on it by Henry, included 1n the deal.

Seal

At the beginning of December 1984 the Higniand News carried a report about a seal that had
been seem in Loch iess. Dr Gordon Williamson, who is @ marine biclcgist, was with a group
Of nine tourists on the shore near Adbiiachan Pier when they saw a black ficad appear 100
yards from shore. The animai looked at tham in curiosity, then sank out of sight. A
mipute or so later it came up again right in front of them. Severai of the party took
photographs, ana after abcut three minutes it dived again. A third time it came up
tfurther out in the loch near to where they had seen it at first, then it dived again and
was not seen any more. Ur Williamson identifiec it as a commont seai, 1t was about five
feet long and the head had a dainty profile with an upturned nose. He saia it must have
come up the River Ness into the leoch, and that he had never heard of it happening before.
ihere have been numerous reports of seais in the river causing havoc tor the fishermen.
In mid-Jdanuary I received a letter from Jim Skeidon, who lives at Dores, he had seen the
report in the paper and haa wondered about it. However, he had seen the seai himselt on
the 15th Januaery. He was taking the dog 7o a walk pefore funch, it had started snowing
{their first) so he did aot bother with his camera. when ne arrived by the loch,
somewhere in the Whitefield area, it was to see the boat with four men fishing, and in the
water a small black head moving to and fro, ebviousiy making a pest of itseif to the
anglers. As he approached the bcats motor was veved up and it moved oif, as it did the




animal dived. He watched for awhile and then saw the head about a quarter of a mile from
the shore. Gradually it made for the sfiore iraveilinz down the loch at the same time.
Jim decided to make nis way down to the next lay-by, jusw in time tc see the seal swimming
about twenty-five yards away. A vehicle came along {oiw e aireciiw: of Foyers, and Jim
flagged it down to have another witness. Tne driver was Mr walker, who works for the
Cemeteries Department of the Inverness Council, ne was interested and toid Jim he had seen
'Nessie' while working at coleskine Cemetery some vears 2arlier. The snow had stopped and
the sun was shining so the visability was seirfect. The seal was looking at them and
dipped it's head into the water and moved away sinowing it's rear flippers. Jim hurried
home and got his camera returning to the lay-by, he spent a few hours there but the seal
did not re-appear. Since then Nne has spoken to ancther resident of Dores who assured him
he has sent he seal basking on a rock at a place cailea Redpoint, about six miles from
Dores. He alsc said that seen both the seal and 'Nessie', 1in hiis copinion there is no
comparison petween them and it should not be possible to mistake them. The seal has been
reported a number of times in the local Inverness papers siace then. The first report was
headlined 'Was this how stories of the monster began?' [ am certain that it was not, the
seal has been easily indentivied by everyone who has reported seeing it, it had also
showed that characteristic of pinnipads, curiosity. In the two accounts above, and
others, it has been observed over a period of time, and taken an interest in the
observers, something not reported in 'Nessie' sightings.

NIS at the Loch

I have had word from Aiastair and Sue boyd about their proposed trips this year. They
will be in the chalet at Strone poiat over the taster week, with perhaps tne last two days
at the Foyers Hotel. They hope to be back at Strone for four weeks around July/August.

Roger Acraman wrote with an account of his trip to America and visit to Lake Champlain,
more of this in the next Nessletier. He also inciuded a few details of his plans to visit
Loch Ness. Along with Dave Caivert he hopes to be there sometime in April or June, they
will be in Volvo LLA 335P. No word of where they wil. 52 Dased, but in past years xoger
has stayed in the Fort Augustus area.

Someone else who is planning to stay in the Fort Augustus area is Dave Bennett. He and a
friend are to spend a year at the loch, starting in the spring, they are arranging
accomodation in Fort Augustus. They will have 2 car ang travel around the area with their
camera equipment, more on them if it comes to hand.

To finish, I have had word form James Baldwin concerning the preposed NIS meeting, he has
received about 24 replies. I am enclosing another Torm with this nNessletter, please let
James have them back. Please iet me have your news ana views, they are always nceded, my
address:- R.R. Hepple, Huntshieidford, St Johns Chapel, Bishop Aucikliand, Co Durham, DL13
1RQ. Tel. Weardaie (03828 53735%. Subscriptions U.K. £2.50, north America now $7.00.

Rip.



